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Abstract
Power and authority are two things that make people follow in the direction in which they are led. Power is gained through authority. Authority is being able to command people and people respond to your commands. On the other hand, power is the possession of authority. Politics come with power and authority and this has resulted in the working system of criminal justice organizations. The decisions that are made in the organizations are affected to some degree by the political aspect of the state. In addition, politicians use their advisors to manipulate the leaders in the criminal justice organizations and in return, the decisions made are altered. As a result, this manipulation leads to the misuse of office of the person in concern. Last but not least, the criminal justice mainly consists of the police, courts and correctional facilities which forms an essential part of the discussion. 

Power and Political Behavior
	To have an influence on the people or being able to manipulate people comes with two things which move side by side when it comes to management. The two factors are authority and power. Power and authority make people follow the direction in which they are being directed. In addition, power is the ability or capacity of any individual to influence the will or conduct others. On the other hand, authority is described as the right possessed by an individual that enables him/her give commands to others. Power and authority in most cases are confused as being the same thing but they are two different things altogether. To gain power, one has to have authority first. Power comes with authority. 
Do you believe the foundation of criminal justice organizations is power or authority?
	Yes. The foundation of criminal justice organizations is for power and authority. This is evident because the law is mandated by the politicians and makes politics influence all aspects of the law. In return, the criminal justice organizations are affected to a huge degree by the role of the politicians. According to Bottoms & Tankebe (2012), the decision makers in the criminal justice organizations can either be elected or appointed. In either way, politics play a major role. In most cases, either if the elections are done or the decision maker (judge) is appointed he/she is appointed with some favors. The president is responsible for the appointment of the judges at federal levels. At this point, politics apply to a much higher degree. At this level, it is hard to appoint those who do not want their political career to progress. The appointments, therefore, result as an effect of power or authority. The creation of laws is another factor that shows the foundation of criminal justice organizations is on power and authority. The state legislator and congressional representatives are politically driven by party affiliates. Since they have a huge role in the formation of the laws, this results in the distortion of laws. How the laws are made and managed are not to favor everyone in the country as a whole.  The politicians are favored at some point. Also, the prosecutors become involved in politics in most cases and they end up being absorbed in politics. This makes the prone to misuse by the politicians. At this point, the criminal justice organization is no longer a country organization but for the few political leaders. 
Does politics play a role in criminal justice organizations?
	Politics play a huge role in criminal justice organizations. In most cases, politicians influence all the workers in the criminal justice organizations and they end up doing what certain individuals want and not what is the right thing. Judges in many instances have been seen to be politically influenced. It is the duty and responsibility of the judges to be impartial but political advisors make them make impartial decisions. The politicians always want people they can manipulate in their activities. This makes politics a major concern in the criminal justice organizations. In the creation of the laws, it is evident that the laws that are made are not favoring everyone in the country at large. Some of the people are benefiting from the laws largely while others are experiencing pain (Stojkovic et al., 2014). This illustrates how politics play a role in criminal justice organizations. The prosecutors are also another channel that is prone to manipulation by the politicians. In this way, the politicians are able to influence all the decisions that are made in the criminal justice organizations. The parole boards are another field of criminal justice which reveals the role of politics in the organization. The board is appointed by the governors and they are political leaders thus proving that the decisions going to be made are politically affected. This reveals the role of politics in criminal justice organizations. All the decisions made by the criminal justice organizations must be influenced by the politicians. The political advisors make sure they manipulate people responsible for making the decisions so that the decisions can favor them in all their endeavors. This is not the right path to trend. The criminal justice organizations should be there to help everyone and not the chosen few. 
Is political influence pervasive in the criminal justice organizations?
	Political influence is pervasive in the criminal justice organizations. Pervasiveness can be proven by the way in which law, decisions and changes are conducted in the criminal justice organizations. The judges, prosecutors, parole boards and other officials in the criminal justice organizations are manipulated by the politicians to make laws that favor the politicians. Consequently, the laws that are passed by the panel only favor a few people in the country and they are the people in power. This is made possible by manipulating the officials in the criminal justice organizations. According to Tyler & Jackson (2014), the parole board officials are also elected by the governors and this makes them come into contact with politics. At this point, political advisors can be used to manipulate the board and make decisions or laws that do not favor every citizen. The state legislator and congressional representatives are having a huge mandate in the creation and amendment of the laws. Since they are politically driven with the party affiliates, they end up amending laws that do not favor everyone in the country. The laws can either be in their favor or the favor of some political affiliates. This shows the level at which the political influence has spread in criminal justice organizations. From the top to the bottom of all the employees in the organizations, they are all controlled by the politicians.
Describe instances in which criminal justice administrators with police, courts or corrections have abused their power
Police
[bookmark: _GoBack]	According to Bottoms & Tankebe (2012), in many instances, the police are the most criminal justice administrators who abuse their power. During some instances, the police are paid by individuals maybe those in power to do something to someone or people. The actions can either be politically based or not. This shows that the police abuse their power. The police are the law to the citizens and therefore if they demand anything they are given. This makes them misuse their power for their personal gain or the gain of other people. Police might arrest someone for no particular reason. This shows that they are not using the power they are mandated in the right way.   
Courts
	Courts are organizations where justice should be ruled to the oppressed. In current situations, politicians are able to manipulate the courts. The process of election of the judges has been altered ad the judges that are put in position are those that favor the opinions of a few people who are willing to benefit themselves at the expense of the others. Politicians can influence the judges to make altered decisions (Stojkovic et al., 2014). This in return will favor them in all their doings. On the other hand, it will be at the expense of the common citizens in the country. There are cases in which the judges have been paid to make decisions that favor one side of the case. The ruling might not be correct but since it favors one side and the judge benefits from the deal, then the ruling is made. This shows that the courts and its officials are misusing their power and affecting some people in the process. They are the hope of all the citizens in the country to be fair, but they end up disappointing in most cases. This should not be the case in such organizations.  
Corrections
	Corrections are other organizations in which power has been misused. The judges at first are responsible since they are at some point paid by certain individuals to put in jail people who have committed no offense. In the correctional facilities, the inmates are not treated equally as supposed. There is favoring where some inmates are given privileges than others. Some of the inmates are forced to do hard labor while those who can afford to pay are given cheap labor. This is a sign that some people in the organization are in the position to misuse their power. They favor some people and not all the group at the expense of the rest. They end up benefitting on their own (Tyler & Jackson, 2014).  
	In conclusion, power and authority are two different things. To have power, first gain authority and the authority make it possible to have power. Power and authority are the main reasons for the formation of criminal justice organizations. This will help the politicians make decisions that favor them and not the whole country at large. From the above discussion it is also evident that politics have spread deep in the criminal justice organizations and in most cases, the decisions made are influenced by politicians. This has resulted to show that some departments in the criminal justice organizations are abusing their power. This is the police, courts or correctional facilities.  
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